
 

The claimant count measures the number of people claiming Jobseeker’s 
Allowance (JSA), and stood at just over 516,500 people (1.5%) in England in 
January 2016. The following table highlights the level of JSA claimants in the 
Staffordshire Districts and each of the Strategic Authorities in the West Midlands 
Region. 

 

 Number of Claimants: In Staffordshire there were 4,167 working age people 
claiming JSA in January 2016; this was an increase of 326 since December 2015. 
In Stoke-on-Trent there were 3,402 JSA claimants in January 2016, an increase 
of 514 on the previous month. 
 
Newcastle-under-Lyme currently has the largest caseload of claimants with 772. 
South Staffordshire has seen the greatest decrease over the past month with 4 
fewer claimants, compared to East Staffordshire which has seen an increase of 
94 claimants.  

 

 Claimant Proportion (%): The proportion of Staffordshire’s working age 
population claiming JSA has increased compared to the previous month and now 
stands at 0.8% in January 2016. The regional and national averages have also 
increased over this period. 
 
The claimant rate in Staffordshire still remains lower than both the regional (1.9%) 
and national (1.5%) averages. 

 
In Stoke-on-Trent, the JSA claimant rate has also increased from December 2015 
to January 2016 (2.1%). This is higher than the regional and national averages. 

 
Cannock Chase has the highest claimant rate (1.1%) of all the Staffordshire 
Districts, compared to Lichfield which has the lowest at 0.5%. 

 

 Annual Change (%): Between January 2015 and January 2016 there was a  
-27.0% decrease in the number of claimants in Staffordshire compared to a  
-24.1% decrease in the West Midlands and a -22.8% decrease in England. In 
Stoke-on-Trent there was a -10.0% decrease over the same period. 

 
All of the Staffordshire Districts are shown to have experienced an overall 
decrease in the number of claimants over the last year. East Staffordshire  
(-47.9%) has seen the greatest percentage change in claimant numbers. 

 

 Quarterly Change (%): Between October 2015 and January 2016 there was a 
3.3% increase in Staffordshire JSA claimants, this was a larger increase than 
the West Midlands (-0.7%) and England as a whole (-1.1%), which both 
decreased over the quarter. Stoke-on-Trent also saw an increase over the same 
period (17.2%). 
 
Stafford has the seen greatest decrease over the last quarter (-16.8%), 
compared to Staffordshire Moorlands which saw an increase of 22.1%. 
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 Monthly Change (%): Between December 2015 and January 2016 there was an 
increase of 8.5% in Staffordshire JSA claimants, this is a larger increase than 
seen in the West Midlands (4.9%) and for England (4.2%). Stoke-on-Trent has 
also shown an increase over the last month of 17.8%. 
 
South Staffordshire has seen the greatest decrease (-0.6%) over the past month, 
compared to a 25.3% increase in East Staffordshire. 
 

 Pre-Recession: Since the height of the recession in April 2009, there has been 
a fall of -3.0 percentage points in the claimant rate in Staffordshire and -3.8 
percentage points in Stoke-on-Trent. 

 

 
 

For further information please contact: 
Garry Atkinson 
Research Officer, Insight Team, Staffordshire County Council 
t: (01785) 278707 
e: garry.atkinson@staffordshire.gov.uk  

Area
Number of 

Claimants

Claimant 

Rate (%)1

Annual 

Change (%)

Quarterly 

Change (%)

Monthly 

Change (%)

England 516,520 1.5% -22.8% -1.1% 4.2%

West Midlands Region 67,506 1.9% -24.1% -0.7% 4.9%

L
E

P

Staffordshire & Stoke-on-Trent 7,569 1.1% -20.2% 9.1% 12.5%

Wolverhampton 6,433 4.0% -13.6% 7.2% 9.4%

Birmingham 24,049 3.4% -23.9% -3.3% 2.7%

Sandwell 6,173 3.1% -18.4% -4.0% 0.8%

Dudley 4,379 2.3% -27.0% 2.1% 2.8%

Walsall 3,792 2.3% -28.0% -0.2% 2.5%

Stoke-on-Trent 3,402 2.1% -10.0% 17.2% 17.8%

Coventry 4,102 1.8% -17.0% -2.0% 4.9%

Solihull 1,517 1.2% -33.3% -3.2% 5.9%

Telford and Wrekin 1,161 1.1% -43.4% -4.2% 5.6%

Worcestershire County 3,638 1.0% -27.7% -6.3% 5.2%

Staffordshire County 4,167 0.8% -27.0% 3.3% 8.5%

Shropshire County 1,433 0.8% -42.1% 0.4% 7.4%

Warwickshire County 2,586 0.8% -28.8% -4.5% 8.2%

Herefordshire, County of 674 0.6% -39.5% -0.1% 7.0%

Cannock Chase 692 1.1% -20.7% -0.3% -0.3%

South Staffordshire 676 1.0% -21.8% 1.5% -0.6%

Newcastle-under-Lyme 772 1.0% -25.1% 5.2% 12.7%

Staffordshire Moorlands 453 0.8% -12.4% 22.1% 12.7%

Stafford 535 0.7% -26.7% -16.8% 5.3%

East Staffordshire 466 0.6% -47.9% 11.5% 25.3%

Tamworth 284 0.6% -19.3% 13.6% 13.6%

Lichfield 289 0.5% -34.9% 11.6% 15.6%

1 - The claimant rate is the proportion of the w orking age population claiming Jobseeker’s Allow ance Source: NOMIS

Jobseeker's Allowance Claimant Count, January 2016 (Sorted by Claimant Rate)
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